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princes, one of whom is in no way subject to the other,
contention may arise either through their own fault or that
of their subjects. Wherefore, there must needs be judgment
between them. And, since the one may not take cognizance
of what concerns the other, the one not being subject to the
other (for a peer has no rule over his peer), there must needs
be a third, of wider jurisdiction, who has princedom over
both. . . . Hence the necessity for a world-empire'. The
Roman Empire was, indeed, ordained of God to secure tran-
quillity to mankind; the Emperors were the servants of
their people; in subjecting the world to itself the Roman
people attained to Empire by right, and that right was
established and revealed by God-given victory in arms.
Under that Empire, at the zenith of the Augustan monarchy,
Christ Himself chose to be born. But Christ sanctioned the
authority of that Empire not only by His birth, but by His
death, accepting as judicially valid the sentence of Pontius
Pilate. Nor did the subsequent institution of the Church
impair the prior authority of the Empire. Church and Empire
were alike ordained of God; both were dependent upon God;
neither was subordinate to the other; each was in its separate
sphere supreme: the supreme pontiff in the spiritual sphere
ordained 'to lead the human race in accordance with things
revealed to life eternal*, the Emperor in the secular sphere
ordained 'to guide humanity to temporal felicity in accord-
ance with die teachings of philosophy*.

Such, in brief, is the main argument of Dante's famous
treatise. But he insisted that a prior consideration must not
be ignored. For the well-being of the world the first pre-
requisite is Justice; the most dangerous enemy to Justice is
cupidity: cwhen the will is not pure from all cupidity, even